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RECENT ACQUISITIONS  
 

     Once again, books, documents, and photos have dominated the 

material we have received in the last few months. Shari Stahler of 

Rochelle donated a juvenile novel, Black Hawkôs Trail, by 

Margaret Bloom, written in the early 1930ôs. It was originally in 

the library of Hines School, outside of Waterman IL, which closed 

in 1947. Although not from Ogle County, the item is pertinent due 

to the subject matter, the Blackhawk War, and the fact that the 

forward mentions the 1911 statue dedication and quotes Edgar 

Bancroft, the main speaker. During the 20 years the Stahlers lived 

in the converted schoolhouse, a neighbor who had attended there 

gave them the book. We also received some photos from the 

Waldie family of Oregon. Mr. Waldie owned a lumberyard and he 

or someone else in the family was a member of the OWLS, as an 

OWLS annual picnic is the subject of two of the photos. 

     Saundra Taylor of Mt. Morris, the last President of VFW Post 

#8739 Ladies Auxiliary before it disbanded, brought in a number 

of items from the Auxiliary. Almost everyone in the many photos 

is identified, a great help to us, and the donation also included 

three of the Auxiliaryôs annual Community Activities scrapbooks.     

Two books were purchased and donated to the Historical Society: 

Dear Friends, the Civil War letters and diaries of Charles Cort of 

Lane (Rochelle), and Big Shoulders, a fact-based novel about the 

Civilian Conservation Corps written by Bill Jamerson, who spoke 

on the CCC at the Rock River Center, a program which we co-

sponsored. The Charles Cort book adds to the Cort family 

information which we received a couple years ago.  All the books 

mentioned are available for check out by members. 

     We also received a modern reprint of an 1837 Illinois map from 

Joyce Orsted. 

     Our non-document acquisitions included some Oregon High 

School basketball uniforms from the 1940ôs, given by Betty 

Corcoran, whose husband Tom was one of the athletes who wore 
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them, and a large wooden pattern for the heavy cast metal frames 
which held the inner workings of  pianos. Bill Wragg discovered 
this at the old foundry, which cast frames for the Schiller and 
Conover pianos made locally. 

     Probably our most unusual donation, as far as the story behind 
it goes, was a 19th century bone-handled knife and fork. These 
were the only two items found by the Maas family of  rural For-
reston after their home was destroyed in the May 18, 1898 tornado. 
Delores Edwards, a family descendant, gave them to us. 

     As you can see, we keep acquiring ònewó old things. Although 
they canõt all be put on display immediately, they still add to our 
knowledge of Ogle County history. Speaking of òon displayó, our 
two mechanical calculators, used at the county courthouse over a 
hundred years ago, have recently found a home in the annex build-
ing after being in storage for many years. Stop in and see them, and 
donõt forget to volunteer some of your time, if you can. 

Our crew of expert brochure distributors eagerly awaits 

the start of the parade. Notice the Junior Docent T-

shirt. Thanks, Dave! 
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ANNUAL POTLUCK DINNER  

 
     The Historical Societyôs annual potluck dinner was held on 

Sunday, August 24 in the annex building. Although attendance was 

low, a good time was had by all, and, as always, there was plenty 

of food. Five of our Junior Docents were in attendance, and Dave 

Head presented them with Junior Docent T-shirts he had had made 

up. President Bill Bailey called us to dinner with the Nash School 

bell, recently retrieved from storage. It will be on our Autumn on 

Parade float along with a Ruby Nash and first grade portrayers. 

Bill also called attention to the new sidewalks which replaced the 

stone walks. 

     Our show and tell time was abbreviated, as many of our 

regulars had forgotten to bring something. (Advancing age had 

absolutely nothing to do with this!) 

     Kathy Stauffer showed her great-great-great-grandmotherôs 

Bible, along with a flower from her grave that had been pressed in 

it in 1884. The colors were still clear. 

     Bill Wragg asked if anyone had information about a school 

which had been ½ mile N. of Stratford Corners. He told about the 

Boardman Grist Mill constructed in 1843. It was later called the 

Funk Grist Mill, but is not shown in the 1912 Atlas. His cousin, 

Lyle Hopkins, is an auctioneer and has stereoscope pictures of a 

mill at Grand De Tour, preparations to run the railroad through 

Hazelhurst, and the dedication of the courthouse. He also has a 

mold for the plates for the Schiller piano. 

     Overall, everyone had a good time, but if there had been more 

people there, even more good times could have been had. Please 

set aside August 23, 2015.  
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OCUSD STUDENT TOURS 

 
     On September 25 & 26, the 4

th
 graders from Oregon 

Elementary School toured the museum. Three classes came on 

Thursday morning and two on Friday morning. Unfortunately, we 

have no pictures of those groups. Thanks to all our volunteers for 

being here and making the tour interesting and enjoyable for the 

children. 

     The 7
th

 graders from David L. Rahn Junior High moved their 

annual field trip from Spring to Fall and visited us on October 23
rd

. 

We had 91 students go through in small groups between 9am and 

2pm. Again, thanks to our volunteer docents. Photos from this visit 

are above and on the next page.  

      

The interest these girls are showing in our local history is typical of 

most of the 7
th

 graders who visited on October 23. 
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Docents Janet McMillan and Ron Colson explain items from 

 Ogle County history to DLR 7
th

 graders. 
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OGLE COUNTY IN THE CIVIL WAR  

by Bill Bailey 

#17ð34
th

 Illinois Volunteer Infantry, pt. 1 

 

     The 34
th

 Illinois Volunteer Infantry was organized at Camp 

Butler, Springfield IL on September 17, 1861 with E. N. Kirk of 

Sterling as Colonel. Companies E, F, and H were recruited from 

Ogle County with most of the rest of the regiment from Lee, 

Whiteside, and Carroll Counties. Company E was from the north 

central and eastern parts of the county, Co. F mainly from Grand 

Detour, Taylor, Nashua, and Pine Creek townships, and Co. H 

from the western areas of the county. 

     After spending the fall, winter, and early spring in Kentucky, 

the regiment moved to Tennessee and arrived at Pittsburg Landing 

just in time to participate in the second day of the Battle of Shiloh. 

Maj. Levanway, of Dixon, and 15 other men were killed, and 112 

were wounded. On this same day, April 7, 1862, Samuel Brown of 

Co. E and Scott Twp. died of disease in a hospital in Nashville, 

another Ogle County casualty of the war. 

     Following Shiloh, the 34
th

 participated in the siege of Corinth 

MS, taking more casualties, and then was at Iuka MS and Florence 

AL before returning to Kentucky to stop the Confederates under 

Generals Bragg and Smith. In early October, their division traveled 

to Nashville, missing the Battle of Perryville, and remained in 

camp near Nashville until after Christmas. 

      

    SINCE ABOUT 300 MEN FROM OGLE COUNTY SERVED 

IN THE 34
TH

, IT WILL TAKE AT LEAST ONE MORE 

COLUMN TO DO THEM JUSTICE. 
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