
April 2014  

 Gazette 
Ogle County Historical Society 

At the March 24 board meeting the Ogle County Historical Society was 

presented with a 24 star American flag painted on barn wood. It was painted 

by ñFlag Ladyò Marie Roth of Buffalo Grove. The stars were painted by 

members of the Byron Womenôs Club at their February meeting; they also 

signed their names on the back. The wood came from a barn on land in 

Rockvale Township that was purchased several years ago by Ray and Judy 

Wiltfang.  

     The U. S. flag had 24 stars in 1836 when Ogle County was formed from 

part of Jo Daviess County, which makes this a significant ñnewò artifact. 

Out thanks to Marie Roth and the Byron Womenôs Club. 
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                                    HISTORICAL SOCIETY HOSTS 

                                    TALK AND BOOK SIGNING 

 

 

 

 
     On Saturday, April 12, Stan ñTexò Banash, author of Roadside History of 

Illinois, appeared at the Ogle County Historical Society to talk about his 

book. It is the twelfth in the Roadside History series by Mountain Press 

Publishing of Missoula, MT and complements their Roadside Geography 

series which now numbers 22 volumes. 

     Stan is a native of the Chicago area, and spent many years traveling the 

state, both on his own and with his family, to find local history. His research 

on this book took about ten years, and many letters, phone calls, and emails 

to historic sites, historical societies, and museums around the state. The 

bookôs Acknowledgements section lists over 500 names, including four of 

our members. 

     The talk covered several examples of local history from each of the seven 

regions into which the state is divided and lasted well over an hour. More 

than half of the people present purchased a copy of the book and had it 

autographed. Later, Stan and his wife enjoyed a tour of the museum. 

     The Historical Society has a copy of the book which is available for 

check-out by members. 
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